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Judicial Selection in Texas
Selection of Judges in Texas
Texas is one of the only two states in the US where judges at all levels of courts are elected by the people in partisan elections. Initially, in 1845, the governor had the jurisdiction of appointing the judges with the consent of the senate. However, Texas adopted the selection of judges through voting in 1876 (Anderson, 2016). 
Potential problems with the system of selection of judges are that the independence of the judiciary is affected by the politics in the region. Most of the judges elected through this process lack the devotion to be strict in the application of the law as well as the adherence to the constitution, which should be their sole duty. Some of the judges may also show bias to the parties or the people who did not support them and show favoritism to the individuals who offered support. The system also favors the judges who have close ties to politicians and wealth, which is a disadvantage to the proficient judges who are not wealthy and lack good political affiliation. 
Options for Change
The options that Texas can adopt is to remove the elections and take the responsibility to the governor’s office that will be tasked with the responsibility of appointing judges. Similarly, there is an option for the State to form an independent body that will be appointing judges in the state. The creation of the commission is likely to ease the political influence on the Judiciary. The partisan ballot appears to divide the judiciary along the Democrats Party lines and Republican Party, which are the major parties with each party striving to take up as many as the possible number of judges elected for various courts. Once implemented. These options are likely to bring a positive change into the Texas judicial system as well as reduce the political influence in the judiciary (Tobias, 2010).
Recommendations
The recommendation that I would make is to ensure that there is full scraping of the partisan judicial election system and replacing it with a multi-step system that will be comprehensive and centralized to be initiated by the governor’s office. The process can be designed in a way that a gubernatorial appointment will be made by the governor of Texas. Further, the qualifications evaluation can be conducted by a nonpartisan commission in the region. Finally, the judges can be confirmed by the Texas Senate (Becker & Reddick, 2016). 
Some of the legislators, especially the Republicans, may be opposed to the recommendation since Texas is their stronghold, and they pride themselves on being in control of many courts in the region.  Some of the members of the public may support the idea, and others oppose the idea. The proponents would be happy that the individuals appointed in those judge positions will be impartial and qualified to hold those positions hence eliminating the political attribute of the appointment (Lim, Silveira & Snyder, 2016). The opponents of the recommendation would feel that their power to elect the judge they want has been taken away from them by giving the governor, senator, and vetting committee the opportunity to appoint the judges. The chances of my recommendation being passed by the legislature will be slim due to the matters of political party partisanship. All these major political parties always want to test their dominance through these elections; hence, the new system would have taken away that opportunity (Tobias, 2010). 
Conclusion
There is a need for change in the manner in which the judges are selected in Texas. The current system is largely influenced by partisan politics and that should not be the case.  Judiciary is expected to be independent such that all people will feel that the system is fair rather than the feeling that it serves the interests of a few. Making the appointment of judges a multisectoral approach is a positive approach that will boost the confidence of the citizens with the current judicial system.  There is significant political feasibility in the recommendation since it will lead to a win-win situation for all where political influence will be eliminated from the judiciary be made free and fair for all. 
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